The Quest

How many of you have looked at the GNAS rounds, and thought that you would like to shoot them all. Most I would think. How many of you have looked at the rounds and thought that you would like to shoot them at their respective towns. A few possibly. But how many archers have done it?

My name is Phil Warnes. My wife Sandie and I have shot for Rivernook Bowmen in Surrey for just over 5 years. I shoot Barebow, whilst Sandie shoots Recurve. We, like some of you, had looked at the rounds names and thought that we would like to shoot all the rounds in the towns, so we decided we would, and this is the story of our quest.

We first of all had to decide where and when to shoot each round. Some were easy, some not so.

I looked at each round and tried to find clubs that were within a couple of miles from the centre of each town. Again, some easy, some not. Some club names fortunately correspond to the towns or cities, while others were found using the help of Archery GB. Those rounds not named after towns or specific dates were going to be a problem. The Albion, the Western, and the National.

 A couple of months researching, and lots of e mails between myself and members of archery clubs we wanted to shoot at for our quest, and we were nearly ready. All those I contacted were only too happy to assist us and saying what a great idea, and that they would try to organise members of their clubs to join us. So dates with clubs were set up, and a shooting schedule made. We decided that we should keep all our score sheets as proof, collect badges from clubs and places where possible, and certificates were made, to be signed by an independent witness when the round had been completed.

It all starts in 2009. Our first shoot was a St George, and the date to shoot it, 23rd April. On our inaugural round we were joined by most of our own club. We had begun our epic journey. 

Next came the Windsor on 14th June. As Sandie had already shot this in 2007 it was left to me to shoot this round without her. The Windsor at Windsor has been organised by Windsor Forest Bowmen for some years. It is shot in the grounds of Windsor Castle and you get a magnificent view of the castle while shooting. This turned out to be a wonderful sunny day, and I had a great time gaining a medal in the process. 

With two rounds under our belts it was time to go on a 5 day road trip. Our first planned stop was Warwick. We had been invited by Kathy Folkard to join her and the club of Royal Leamington Spa to shoot at their ground on 31st July. When we arrived, Kathy welcomed us and said she had sent out a news item about our quest, asking members to join us, but was unsure how many would turn up. It turned out that a lot more than was expected arrived. A great evenings shooting, and drinks in the clubhouse after. 

We slept overnight at a local hotel, and then left the next day to travel to York. 

We decided to shoot on 2nd August with York Archers as they were shooting a York as a club shoot. Again we were joined by club members and made very welcome. Weather was good for us, and Sandie got ribbed from some men saying she would not be able to reach the target. However at the end of the day, Sandie had the last laugh by beating her male target partner. We were presented with our badges and then joined our fellow archers at their local watering hole. Our thanks to Judith Marshall for all her help

We spent the next day exploring the lovely city of York and stayed another night before heading south to shoot a Stafford.

We arrived at Stafford Archers outdoor ground at Rodbaston College on the evening of 4th August. We assisted in setting up the ground, and proceeded to shoot our round quickly with some of the members, as rain and bad light decided to rapidly descend upon us. Our thanks to David Dean.  The round was completed, and so was a long weekend of shooting. We were now nearly a third of the way through the rounds.

Our next round, an Albion took place on 11th August. We discovered that Albion, from the Latin albus, probably meaning white, was derived from the white cliffs around the south coast at Dover. So we contacted Dover Castle Archers who allowed us to shoot at their ground. Unfortunately we had to shoot alone but we were watched and witnessed by Len Southwood. Thank you Les for escorting us to the ground, and staying with us.

Bray is a town near Maidenhead, which is only a short drive for us. We were kindly invited by WAMDSAD – Windsor Ascot Maidenhead District Sports Association for the Disabled to shoot our Bray round on the evening of 19th August. We shot the round with them along with Sam Baldwin and Tom Firth and Pauline Pringle who came along to support us. We finished quite quickly (being a short round), so proceeded to the nearest inn for sustenance and liquid refreshment.

Sunday 22nd August, saw us up early for the drive to join Sheena McCullagh and friends at Keynsham Rugby Football Club, Bristol. A lovely day shooting and weather wise. Some only shot a Long National, although a few die hards joined us for the Bristol. Sandie and I came away with club records for visitors along with another round completed.

We had two weeks rest before our next round which found us entering the Hereford County Championships, to shoot (you guessed) a Hereford. We had found that there are only about three archery clubs in Herefordshire, so difficult to find a club to shoot with. But thanks to Lesley Grady of Lugg Valley Archers, and Veronica and David Bruce of Bromyard Bowmen we arrived at Holme Lacy on 6th September. We had been to County shoots before, but not one where you arrived, choose who you wanted to shoot with, and which target out of the five targets that were available. We had a fun day shooting and we won medals in the visitor’s category to boot.

We thought that we had shot a Portsmouth round when we had shot at H.M.S. Collingwood, but realized that it is in Fareham, not Portsmouth. So with Portsdown Archery Club on 3oth September, at the invitation from Richard Mould, we shot at Portsmouth City Girls School, with members on their club night. We met our friend Margaret Taylor, and she presented us with our badges at the end of the evening.

St Nicholas Day is celebrated on December 6th. So like the St George, we shot at our club on a crisp morning. Not many had shot a St Nicholas round before, so we had plenty of company. Our thanks to Nick Forward (our own St Nick), Andy White, Celia Boyle, Jane and Matt Lawrence - Tuck, Andrea Dyos, Lee Beresford and others who joined us.

The last shoot for 2009 was a Worcester in Worcester. We entered the Record Status Double Worcester held by Droitwich Archery Society on 13th December. A long drive and back in a day, but well worth the journey. We completed the task and walked away with medals as well. Thanks to Becky Lashly for arranging badges for us.

All that was left, was the Vegas, American, Western and National.

We decided that our holiday for 2011 would be Las Vegas, and shoot the Vegas and American as we were in America, and a Western as we were in cowboy country.(Give us a little leeway for ingenuity.)

So it’s April 2011. With holiday booked and customs informed both here and in the America, we arrive in Las Vegas, Nevada, archery equipment in hand.

Apart from having an absolutely excellent holiday, we did manage to do the rounds we needed. 

Our first port of call on 12th April was to a sports shop I had found on the internet called Pacific Archery, where a 20 yard indoor range awaited us. We had been in contact with Dan Bozarth, the owner and a member of Las Vegas Archers regarding our quest. We shot the Vegas there watched by Dan, and numerous animal heads that were displayed on the wall.

Las Vegas is in Clark County. I had been in contact with the Park department and had discovered that they had a public outdoor archery range at a nearby sports stadium. Best of all it was free to use.

On 14th April we were at Sam Boyd Stadium on the East side of Las Vegas to shoot an American (the round, not a person). Well, we had never shot on the outskirts of a desert, with funny dried grass bales for bosses that you had to stack yourself to make a boss, on a ground that was more like a car park. Well after getting everything ready and joined by one other person from Las Vegas Archers, we shot the round in 26 degree heat with a cross wind. The target face was larger than the width of the bales, so if you hit a 1 or missed, your arrow disappeared into a distant raised bank. I learnt this on my first few sighters. Fortunately, they were easy to find. The round completed we headed back to the hotel for a cold drink and a shower. Thank you Dick for joining us.

Next day 15th April we returned to the outdoor range to shoot the Western. Temperatures were now hitting 32 degrees plus with no wind. Again we were joined by a member of Las Vegas archers who decided it was too hot to shoot and let the mad English get on with it, but he would score for us. We eventually finished the round and congratulated ourselves for finishing the overseas part of our quest. Hope you feel better Bob. Thanks for scoring.

Having returned to the UK, our sights were on doing the final round, a National   We thought hard about shooting at Aintree (Grand ‘National’ Racetrack) or somewhere else, but where better to complete the quest than at Lilleshall NATIONAL Sports Center(more leeway please!) during the Grand NATIONAL Archery Meeting in June as suggested by Ted Burnham. We were invited by Pam Tonkin who had arranged for us to shoot there. We decided that as all the other rounds were shot in their basic forms, we would shoot a National on the Thursday, and join in the fun with a Long National on the Friday.

We were allowed to wear special shirts that we had printed which looked like a tour shirt for a rock band. We were made very welcome on a rather challenging day with various weathers, an all seasons day you might say. But we finally finished our quest. We were congratulated by Dave Harrison – Chairman of Archery GB and by many of the competing archers, some of whom we had shot with before.

We both now have mixed feelings. Elation that we have achieved what we set out to do, but also sadness that it is now over.

Well The Quest is over. We had a great time doing it. But it leaves us with a few questions

Has anyone else done this, or are we the first? 

Is there a record for completing all the rounds in their towns?

Is this a World record? – We await an answer from Guinness World of Records on that. 

We would be interested to find out.

So what now, we ask ourselves? Well Sandie has already found out that Australia has its own rounds named after its major cities, as has Africa and Canada supposedly. Methinks my retirement is going to be spent on an Archery World Tour completing them

We hope that you have enjoyed reading about our journey, and if you feel inspired to travel the same path, then we wish you Good Luck, enjoy yourself, and meet some wonderful people.

May all your arrows be Gold.

Phil & Sandie Warnes

Rivernook Bowmen.
